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Root in Christ, Live in Spirit
The Rev. Canon Philip Der

“For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. ... And he will be called: Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6

As we are about to celebrate the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ, | would like to share
with you the highlights of St. Christopher’s in the past year. This is the second year of our
discipleship theme on “Root in Christ, Live in Spirit.” While many suffer from the pandemic
lockdown, many members of St
Christopher's continue to take this
golden opportunity to strengthen #lirFl « i ol
our spiritual root in Christ. Thanks to =«
our Nurturing department, . zwrmascan
especially our chair Clara and ==
instructor ~ Ricky, who  helped ';11 e ;j"- o
launched the Adult Sunday School ®*77Reos==e
on every Sunday afternoon from
January to April and from September

.-J-\ .
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to November. We are grateful for the Zoom technology allowing us to enjoy studying the
scripture in the comfort at home. The attendance had been steady with an average of 30
adults on most Sundays.

In addition, from April to June, we
launched the church-wide small group

i%hﬁﬂ[ \'l |'¥ i campaign oh/Alpha program. Thanks to

Pastor Melvin's leadership. There were 7

@ﬁ ( E‘ ! .’U groups and 92 people participated in this

basic Christianity course. It was wonderful

)g I ' to revisit our faith from understanding the

Trinity to the healing power of God.
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During the pandemic, caring ministry has become even more important than ever.
Under the leadership of Cat Ho, our 15 caring members and group leaders provided
pastoral care to every member. We also hosted two workshops in the fall to sharpen our
pastoral skills.

This year marks our 30th Anniversary. Thank you to our warden, Violet, for chairing the
organizing committee to celebrate our milestone! We wish to invite 30 members to give
their testimonies either verbally or in writing. On September 19, Bishop Andrew Asbil came
to officiate and preach on our Anniversary celebration. The same afternoon, we also had a
virtual online celebration with games, hymn singing, and slide show to recap our history
and potential future ministries. Meanwhile, in October and November, we also launched
“Reflection and Looking Forward” small group discussion to discern how the Holy Spirit has
led us, and where the direction of our future ministry will be. As we are the hands and feet
of Jesus Christ, the feedback from our members shows us that we need to focus on e-
ministry, reaching younger generation, and preparing the influx of new immigrants from
Hong Kong. We also share the Richmond Hill Church expansion plan as our drawings are
about to be finalized. We continue to seek God's guidance in this 7500 sq ft extension to
add a gym, a chapel, offices, and a kitchen. This facility will enhance our outreach ministry
to the community.

Speaking about outreach, we are indebted to our Mission department, especially our
chair Winnie and YEAH club chair Marilyn. Their unceasing passion in sharing the love of
God reach many. During the pandemic lockdown, we continue to have a chat group with
outreach members, weekly Praise Dance and 2 Mandarin classes on Saturday. We thank
our instructors Liza and Yue for their hard work. In addition, we hosted several public
lectures on Zoom for our community. We anticipate a significant number of immigrants
from Hong Kong in the coming years, therefore we hosted 3 video conferencing
information sessions about living in Toronto and finding employment. Over 250 people
registered for the latter workshop. A handful of people who newly arrived from Hong Kong
have joined our worship.

| praised God for the dedication of our church wardens, Benita and Violet, church
leaders and our members. Together, we witness God's extravagant love and generosity.
The 4th Annual Ping Pong Relay in October, we surpassed our goal of $24,500 and set a
record of reaching over $37,000 for the Diocesan FaithWorks' 15 charitable organizations.
The more we give, the more we experience God's blessing. May this Christmas bring you
joy and peace through the birth of Christ! Merry Christmas!
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Message from Pastor Melvin

This is another season of the Christmas, and the cloud of Pandemic has been covering
over us for almost 2 full years now. And we are about to see the silver lining behind this
dark cloud, with the promise of life going back to normal.

Before the birth of Christ, in the 420 years between the time of Malachi to the
appearance of John the Baptist, the Lord has been silent. The Jews also suffered under the
rule of foreigners (Romans) who installed an Edomite as their king (Herod).

It was in this climate of spiritual darkness and political turmoil that our Lord brought
forth hope and light into the world. Like what Simeon said, “He is a light to reveal God to
the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”

We may still experience the overcast from this pandemic, our English congregation
hardly has any meaningful ministry. Our fellowship has yet to pick up and our prayer
meeting participation still low. But the faithful ones are still meeting bi-weekly to pray and
read the scripture.
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For Compass, we had 3 outings, including a :
movie matinee. We look forward to more “
outings, giving ourselves opportunity to bring
a friend. Sunday School has finally reopened
early October, and we hope to invite our
neighbours' kids to join us too, for a time of [+
fun and learning. We are also planning to
launch the Christian Brigade to serve the
youth in our neighbourhood.

Let this season serve to remind us of the joy that the first Christmas brings, and the
hope we have that our Lord will be coming again. Let us bring forth this hope to others
through our fellowship, through Compass, and our Sunday school. Let us start by coming
together for in-person worship this Advent and allow the hope of Christ to flow in and
through us, to our friends and community, in schools as well as in the office. Dear friends,
Merry Christmas to you and your family!
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St. Christopher’s Church 30th Anniversary Celebrations Violet Sae

St. Christopher’s Anglican Church was planted in 1991 at Delhi Ave in North York. This
year we celebrate our 30th anniversary at Crosby Ave in Richmond Hill and Finch Ave E in
North York. We give thanks to God for His guidance and blessings in our parish. May we
continue to spread the gospel and serve our community.

1. September 19, 2021 Anniversary Service
During Covid restriction, we were able to have hybrid live-stream and in-person service
with baptism and holy communion on September 19 presided by Bishop Andrew Asbil.

2. September 19, 2021 Anniversary Celebration Zoom Party

Since we were not able to have luncheon party during Covid-19, a Zoom party was
organized in the afternoon. The program included praise dance, sharing of
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parishioners, hymns singing, games with prizes, reflection and visioning by Canon
Der and thanksgiving chat by parishioners.

3. Memorabilia :
- White polo shirts with our church logo are available.
A photo book is published to capture our 30 years of St. Christopher’s spirit of
“Reach up, Reach in and Reach out”

4. 30 Parishioners’ Sharing
Starting in June, we have 30 parishioners share their thoughts throughout the year
by in-person or taped video during morning service or writing on bulletin. Theme:
"St. Christopher’'s and Me - memorable/funny encounter, growth or heart-felt
words".

5. Reflection and Looking Forward Sessions
Sessions were conducted in all small groups and townhall meetings in the months of
October to December. We explored what God is calling us to do in this community
through our reflection and discussion in the ministry of St. Christopher's.
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We raised:
$18,514.50 $76,000
Rev. Robert Reid Memorial fund Total amount we raised to support other
ministries.
$3,578
Richmond Hill Food Bank 39
Number of charitable organizations we
$5,387 sponsored
North York Harvest Food bank
145
$1 '260 Average Sunday Attendance online and in-
Primate World Relief and Development person

Fund (PWRDF)

70

$37r41 1 Number of Samaritan Purse Christmas

Ping Pong Relay for Faithworks from only Shoeboxes to the Third World
12 players
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EREEE % Christmas Celebration Events

12811 B(2H37%) Saturday, December 11
BERES Telephone Caroling by St. Christopher’s
EEZEE Fellowship

12812B(28BE) R L1165 Sunday, December 12 at 11 am

PR RS ERIARF Gospel Carol Service

EZLAX W E S www.stchris.ca Richmond Hill Church or at www.stchris.ca

128 15H(28=)i L 78 Wednesday, December 15 at 7 pm
BREMEE Blue Christmas Service

FRZUEX LR TR i Richmond Hill Ministerial Fellowship

Youtube Premiere - Youtube Premiere -

tinyurl.com/RHBIueChristmas2021 tinyurl.com/RHBIueChristmas2021

12818 H(Z2HAM)E 1+ Bt B Saturday, December 18 Yeah Club Christmas

B EVEF - EBXR celebration via Zoom

TF28F - EEsgi 11 am - Praise Dance

EEEST 2 pm - Mandarin Class

12}% 25H(ER/N)BR L1118 Saturday, December 25, at 11 am
ERAPREERRFE Christmas Day English and Chinese

FEZUAX L E S www stchris.ca Holy Eucharist Service

Richmond Hill Church and www.stchris.ca

12R258(&R) T2 E3RHF

=haEO

S EEREEE Friday, December 25, 2:30 pm - 3:30 pm
E48 817 % Church Christmas virtual celebration

o &7

ZIEHARE £ HEFF Sunday Worship
11 a.m. PRBEFEZVAXLE English /Cantonese service at Richmond Hill Church
www.stchris.ca BRI EE

BNGEEEE St. Christopher’s Anglican Church
o 459 Crosby Avenue, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 2R9  (905) 918 2205
X 1080 Finch Avenue East, North York, Ontario M2) 2X2 (416) 494 6476
BAWE R DR www.stchris.ca info@stchris.cawww.facebook.com/stChrisAnglicanChurch
St Christophers Anglican Charch FAEWERIncumbent: 3§ F 48X BUKER Rev. Canon Philip Der
{838 Associate Lay Pastor: BBEIEE{EIE Pastor Melvin Tai
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