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One Heart, One Path, One in Christ

Rev. Canon Dr. Philip Der

Greetings! Peace be with you! Advent is here,
and | would like to take this opportunity to update
you about St. Christopher’s, and everything we are
grateful for in 2023.

There was a steady influx of new immigrants
arriving from Hong Kong to the Greater Toronto Area
throughout the year. St. Christopher’s were grateful
for many of our parishioners, who continued to love
and care for them. They brought with them new
energy and youthful dynamics to the church. We are
currently seeking a full-time pastor for our outreach
programs, which include reaching out to HK
newcomers.

With the arrival of new and younger members,
they inspire us to modernize our worship, while
keeping in mind the needs of our existing members.
Our lay readers changed from black and white
cassocks and surplice to albs over the summer. In
addition to introducing newer hymns, we also
adopted the 2010 Revised Chinese Union Version of
Bible during worship starting in November. We were
gradually transforming the atmosphere of Richmond
Hill worship to become more relaxed, keeping pace
with the preference of current generations. Thank
you to our worship chair, Elaine, and the good effort
from the Worship Committee.
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| am also grateful to our Mission Chair, Betty, our
YEAH Club chair, Winnie, and all committee
members. The momentum of our outreach programs
continued to increase during the summer months. At
one period, we reached 17 outreach programs every
week. ATai Chi Class and a second line dance class
were added at the North York Church. We also have
badminton for young adults on Sunday afternoon.
Through a grant from the Federal government, we
bought new ping pong tables, Karaoke equipment,
craft supplies and video games for seniors to start a
new Friday YEAH Club. During the summer months,
close to 30 people attended the Friday YEAH
activities. Some began to join our Sunday worship.

DENHEHAMN] IZEHE
YEAH Club devotional time
(2023/03/30)

Our Nurturing team organized a 4-week
Anglicanism course presented by Canon Edmund
Der early this year. Adult Sunday School participants
studied the Letter to Romans and the book of Psalms
this year. During the Easter season, most of our
small groups studied “40-Days of Community” small
group series to reinforce our annual theme. Many
thanks to our Nurturing chair, Marilyn, for her
leadership and the hard work of her team!
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Romans 1:8-10
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Adult Sunday School (2023/01/08)
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Welcoming Party (2023/06/04)

Bessie

Mabel Sai Fan

RAEBE2ME
Adult Sunday School (2023/01/08)

After 10-year of service at St. Christopher’s, | am
grateful the church has granted permission for me to
take a 3-month sabbatical leave. During which |
conducted research and for my project on
“Motivating for Mission and Discipleship: A
Perspective from the Ministry Development of
Chinese Anglicans in Canada.” It was a very inspiring
and enlightening experience for me to learn from
over 25 ordained and lay leaders about what
motivated them to do mission work and build
disciples. | was indebted to our wardens, Benita and
Violet, for their strong support and hard work. They
took on more responsibilities to sustain the church
while | was away.

May I invite you to join our Carol Gospel service
on December 10 and Christmas Day service. On
behalf of the church, | wish you a blessed Advent and
a very Merry Christmas!
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Pastor Melvin Tai €} E{Z&

In a few days, we will be entering into the
season of Advent. This marks the coming of
Christmas, a reminder for us of the first coming of
our Lord Jesus, as well as looking forward to the
second coming of the Messiah.

On the first Christmas, Mary and Joseph
travelled from Galilee to Bethlehem. They found
no inn to spend the night and ended up sleeping
in the manger.

From our recent interaction with the manager
of Richmond Hill Community Food bank, we learn
that over 2,900 clients visit the food bank every
month.  Though our church is located one
kilometer away from Yonge Street, the homeless
are hidden from our sights. And if they were to
walk in, are we ready to minister to them?

We put together 83 shoeboxes two weeks
ago in our annual Christmas shoebox campaign
for the third world children. While we were
packing these boxes, Pearl, the boy from
Cameroon who recently joined our English
congregation, told me that he had received one
such box before. Her mother later confirmed that
all her children received shoeboxes during
Christmas. This news warms my heart, and
affirmed for me that those boxes, which we
assembled each year, do land in the hands of
children who can use the content of these
shoeboxes, and they are worshipping with us.

EftEEe%n

Samaritan Shoebox Packing party
(2023/11/09)

11 new friends joined our English Service in the
early part of the year. At one point in the early
summer, up to 30 people attended our weekly
worship. Because some of these people are
Mandarin speaking, we started a Mandarin Alpha
and 2 people from the Alpha group have indicated
their interests to be baptized. One of them is
presently attending the baptismal class. Due to
change of life events, a few of our Mandarin families
have since stopped attending our services.

2023 turns out to be the ‘Reaching in’ year for us.
We started the prayer meeting cum dinner. This is
an effort to encourage more people to join the prayer
meeting without worrying or feeling pressed for time
to prepare dinner for their family. We have also
included a short personal sharing on every 2™
Sunday of the month during worship. We hope our
stories and spiritual journey could be an inspiration
and encouragement to each other.

| have witnessed a lot of small efforts by our
parishioners to befriend newcomers to our church. |
heard Cantonese speakers trying their best to speak
Mandarin and | saw how we embraced friends from
a different culture. All these seemly insignificant
gestures add up and contribute to the building the
Kingdom of God.

| look forward to having our Christmas
celebration in December, where we can foster our
bonding through fellowships, food, songs, and
games.

| wish everyone a beautiful white Christmas, and
may the spirit of Christmas inspire us to look out for
those who are in the manger.

Merry Christmas!
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Fall Prevention Workshop (2023/05/25)
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MP Majid Jowhari presented a Certificate of Recognition
to YEAH Club (2023/09/29)
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Friday YEAH Craft Class
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Fish Ng’s baptism
(2023/04/09)
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Ping Pong Relay for Diocesan FaithWorks
(2023/10/14)

Numbers we give thanks in 2023

$2,609.80

Raised for Richmond Hill Food Bank

$2,609.80

Raised for North York Harvest Food bank

$12,530

Raised for Primate World Relief and Development
Fund (PWRDF)

$38,376

Raised in Ping Pong Relay for Diocesan
FaithWorks

83

No. of Samaritan Purse Christmas Shoeboxes for
the Third World children

102
No. of St. Christopher's members attended GTA
Joint Conference in May 2023

155

No. of participants in small group and Adult Sunday
school

22

New members in 2023

Moy,

CHURSTIAS

SIS B RIEE)
Thanks Pastor Melvin Tai for
coordinating Christmas Shoebox
campaign (2023/11/14)
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www.stchris.ca.

Christmas Celebration
Sunday, Dec 10

Christmas Carol Gospel Service

9 am North York Church (Cantonese)

11am  Richmond Hill Church (Cantonese &
English)

Sunday, Dec 17 12:30 pm
Congregation Christmas Karaoke luncheon
(English)

Thursday, Dec 21  7:30 pm
Richmond Hill Longest Night Ecumenical
Service

Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church

Friday, Dec 22 11 am -1 pm
YEAH Club Christmas Celebration

Christmas Celebration and luncheon

Sunday, Dec 25 11 am

Christmas Day Holy Communion and Holy
Baptism

Richmond Hill Church (Cantonese & English)

Tea Reception to follow with a Christmas party

Please invite friends to join us in-person
services or livestreaming online at

www.stchris.ca.

¥/ 4 ¥ A ¥ St. Christopher’s Anglican Church
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