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Be Christ-like Make Disciples

Canon Philip Der

“The people who walk in darkness will
see a great light.” Isaiah 9:2a

As nights get longer and the sky
darker, the world longs to see a great
light. We, as followers of Jesus Christ,
are called to shine the light of Christ in
this gloomy world.

“Be Christ Like, Make Disciples” is our theme
for 2024-2025. We learn to live out our faith
and at the same time make more disciples.
Each of our ministry team worked hard to
achieve this goal. Thanks to Marilyn Yeung who
heads our Nurturing team, faith nurturing
courses were offered year-round in 2024. 40
people attended Adult Sunday School classes
each week and together they completed their
studies on Genesis in the winter term and
Ecclesiastes in the fall term. Both studies were
led by Ricky Chan. The nurturing team also
organized a Winter Retreat titled “The Spiritual

Life of Being a Disciple” in March. It was led by
Canon Victor Li and attended by 50 people.

Due to the added frequency of and
increased participants in YEAH Club RHC, the
Mission department trained 20 members how
to share short Christian messages in all 14
weekly outreach programs. Currently, we
have over 210 participants in our Tai Chi, Line
Dance, Ping Pong, Karaoke, Mandarin and
craft classes. Some participants attended
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sharing. At least 12 of
them were exploring
Christian faith and
joined our Sunday
worship this year. In R
addition, under the banner of Hong Kong | ZMFLIl, HFRT =REEE,
Newcomers ministry, three public HEiE180 A2, ﬁ{FﬁR%ﬁzE‘,;’éUiE’\J?ﬁ
workshops were organized and over 180 %EE’%E%E&EPM%EEHEEH%QL
people attended. We also hosted Chinese ’é)ﬂ\%ﬁfﬁSOﬁO}\Hﬂ.}'ﬁ?o\ E-:Eiﬁ’ %ﬁgﬂ
New Year and a Mid-Autumn Festival ‘ZFEmMEEMN, %;ETEE%I&;??J
Celebrations for newcomers living in GTA. ?i?’??l\lﬁif’ﬁo /%EE"J'%EH\EJEQ%E\’_\E
About 60 people participated in each of e FE-\QI\EFIEI"\J:@\%J @ﬁ@’ E@%
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the focus of his ministry would be working SHNEA BRI e, G260 HERR
with newcomers from Hong Kong and our . Bt mESas A\ TRBERIAT
YEAH Club members. The highlight of this LEEaEARESR, BEEMNEESER
year in Mission was the Evangelistic Meeting B EMSR., 1ESEN, 58T 50U
in June. Over 90 people attended the event Ol Y IE Ll =R

and 7 of them accepted Christ. Later 25 E—A, By E S
people joined our Seeker/Baptismal class in W T ISESEVE, HE5-10 A2, Hh7E
July and August and 6 of them were g —

baptized during St. Christopher's 33rd o  hil
Anniversary service in September. In the
same month, we hosted the 7th Annual Ping
Pong Karaoke Fundraiser, over 80
participants and raised $42,845 for the
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Diocesan FaithWorks. We give thanks for
Winnie Wan (Mission Chair) and her team
for their great effort!

St. Christopher’s Caring department
hosted a pastoral visitor training session
in February. They co-organized a Mental
Health workshop with YEAH Club in May.
Early June, 26 new members came for our
annual Welcoming Party who have joined
us in the past 12 months. We would like
to thank our North York coordinator,
Annie Ng. Together with their team
members, they care for our new and
existing members. This year, God led 50
new parishioners to our Sunday services.

Pastor Melvin left St. Christopher’s for
Singapore in April and Pastor Vivian Chu-
Chen joined us in June to lead the English
congregation. She has also taken over the
work with the Mandarin small group (5-
10 members) started by Pastor Melvin in

January.Her specialty in spiritual direction [

is a great asset to St. Christopher’s.

In 2024, we also welcome our new |

Richmond Hill administrator, Anna Yu,
and custodian, Michael Sawatzky. We are
grateful for having them onboard. As we
are about to bid farewell to 2024, on
behalf of the church, | would like to thank
you for your continuous support of our

FERIKIEK F%HPing Pong Karaoke Fundraiser 9/14
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ministry. Your contriEution in time,

talent, and donations has inspired us to

do better for God's kingdom! Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!
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. %‘;% Year End church Newsletter 2024
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. What is your favourite Christmas song? My favourite

| . Christmas song is ‘Silent Night'. The reason is that |
’\‘?{Sﬁ sang this song when | did a study tour with Tyndale

%ﬁ%: . . . .

# . "Seminary in Israel. When the group sang this song in
« % Bethlehem, Jesus' birthplace, in that moment we all
;ﬁ: . felt the holiness and the tranquillity the night Jesus
:}z;,

k was born; as if we were presented with baby Jesus,
Mary and Joseph at the manger.

3 % When my friend Melvin decided to move back to |
2+ Singapore, he asked me if | would be interested in W
X %% joining St. Christopher Anglican church as their Lay English Pastor. | was honoured, .

%~ = until he told me he also asked three of his other friends. Through visiting the church
3;;% ~and praying for God's guidance, | joined the St. Christopher’s Family in June 2024.

Like the birth of baby Jesus ( H#
who brought new hope, joy, 3&%

peace and love to the world; | f :
hope my journey with the ¥
English congregation will also . %;;' '
bring new inspiration, *
perspective and spiritual ) '%%
breath to them. As an urban *%% .
missionary, | outreached to the &
sex workers in the GTA. Seeing * &
the darkness in the city, the o
Farewell to Pastor Melvin & Gina 3/24 hopelessness in the sex ﬁ%@‘ ‘
ﬁ%ﬁ workers' eyes, | wondered, “What can | bring to St. Christopher's?” Serving as a house X
%\”K church pastor in the subsidised housing in Markham, | wondered, “What can | bring to );\

* " this new family?” And finally, being a spiritual director, how does my experience breathe vy
new spiritual awareness into them? A new journey like baby Jesus, | cling onto our Lord
and continue exploring. '
Since | started, | have joined the annual Richmond Hill Ward 3 BBQ to know the
neighbourhood. In order to get to know the next generation, | started a monthly
‘Breakfast with Jesus' with them on Sunday morning. It is a time for them to get to know
each other - a time of fellowship in which they feel safe to share what they are going
through. During one game night, a young adult said she didn't know the other person is
so competitive. Playing games really draws out the best or the worst of us. We also have
‘Dance Fever Night' for them to come out and have fun. Beside all these fun activities for

bRk
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the NextGen, the adults also have their
‘fun’. We are doing a book study on the
book ‘Prayer’ by Richard Foster. This
book is the first prayer book | read
when God put the passion of prayer in
my life. Since then, prayer has been an
essential part of my spiritual discipline.
| hope prayer can be cultivated as an
essential spiritual practice in St
Christopher’s.

Advent is a time of waiting in anticipation for the Morning star to shine into the dark
and hopeless world. | pray that St. Christopher will be that light for the community and
Richmond Hill. When you are sipping a cup of hot chocolate and listening to your
favourite Christmas songs, reflect on the story of the manger. May you be blessed and
be a blessing to others this Christmas!

Mandarin Group

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on
you'll be fishing for people!” Luke 5:10.

When Canon Philip asked me to help with the
Mandarin group, | felt like Peter. As Mandarin is my third ' = :
language, it was a new challenge for me. Besides the Fall Festival Costume Party 10/26

language, | had to learn a ‘new’ culture. In trembling and fear | took on this new
responsibility. A new blessed journey began, and it was a mutual learning experience.

Our Bible study time gave them a safe space to express their own opinion and their
view on the scripture. A new freedom that they did not have before. After every Bible
study, they would prepare dinner and enjoy a yummy meal together. After months in the
fellowship, they expressed their trust towards each other and especially to Christians.
This trust towards Christian enticed their desire to learn more about God. In addition to
our Tuesday morning regular gathering, we also gather online to study Exodus. The
former lay pastor, Pastor Melvin Tai, leads this. As requested, we started a baptismal
class in November and hope that some will be baptized on Christmas Day.

We thank our group leader, Lin Jiang, for her
leadership in the group. Please pray for the
Mandarin group that they will be touched by the
love of God. May His love compel them to accept
Jesus in their hearts as Jesus will be the best gift
they wiII ever receive this Christmas.

w w w Mandarin Group ] nﬁlj\
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HK Newcomers Ministry “Mid-Autumn
Festival” celebration %
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$42,850

$9,300

32

TR AR $61 ,300 Amount we donate to the charities

Numbers We Give Thanks in 2024

Weekly outreach programs

No. of attendants in the weekly
outreach activities

No. of participants in the Spring Retreat
No. of new parishioners

No. of people accepted Christ in the
Evangelistic Meeting

No. of participants in Faith 101 Class
No. of baptized in the Anniversary Service

No. of people participated Ping Pong
Karaoke Fundraiser

Raised for the Diocesan FaithWorks
Raised for the local Food Banks

No. of organizations we support
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(RHE - Richmond Hill Engllsh) 'M\‘

12B7H(EH8375) B£ 10:45 Saturday, December 7 10:45 am
EEBEREEGEI (LN RE) Praise Dance & Ping Pong Class (NYC)

12B8H(EHAH) Sunday, December 8

IR RFE Christmas Carol Service

9am JtAN=E (B:E 9 am North York Church (Cantonese)

11 am ZUANXILE (BEEREEE) 11 am Richmond Hill Church (English and Cantonese)
12B10H(28Z) £ £10:15 Tuesday, December 10 10:15 am
KB (AL E) Tai Chi Class (NYC)

128148 (E8375) 2.£ 10:00 Saturday, December 14 10 am
RES Christmas Caroling

12A18H(EHI=) Wednesday, December 18

T 2:15 HEN (AtARE) 2:15 pm Line Dance (NYCQ)

BE b 7:30 MYEEZ XBAMESSETF  7:30 pm Hope's Pathway of Light Service
EESEREE St. Paul's Lutheran Church

(10131 Bayview & Maj Mac) (10131 Bayview & Maj Mac)
12820H(E8R) B E11:30 Friday, December 20 11:30 am

SENERRECENEME FUAXIWUE) YEAH Thursday and YEAH Friday (RHC)

12821 H(2H37X) Saturday, December 21

£ 111:00 XYY HIE (ZHAXWE) 11 am Tai Chi Beginner and Intermediate (RHC)
T4 3:00 @5 (A8 L) 3 pm Mandarin Classes (via Zoom)
12H228(£83H) £ £ 11:00 Sunday, December 22 11 am

REF HBEHEES (ZUANXWZEXE) Sunday School Christmas Skit (RHE)

12)% ZSE(EHH_) B2 F11:00 Wednesday, December 25 11 am
RERERRE Christmas Day Holy Baptism and Holy Communion
(?\'J\/DB'IIJ.IE) (RHQ)
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